Ethics and care for the elderly.
This article uses the case of presenile and senile dementia to discuss ethical concepts that have potential to guide nursing action. The concepts of 'sanctity of life' versus 'quality of life' or 'dignity' are both unsatisfactory for directing nursing intervention whenever proxy judgment is necessary. Guidelines for action must evolve from research, the search for clinical knowledge. As an underlying attitude and additional guide the author describes a Jewish ethical perspective which defines dependence and interdependence as an essential part of human existence and accepts the inevitability of living with moral uncertainty.